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REF: OTTAWA 7612, 6517 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ANNOUNCEMENT ON CANADIAN ASSISTANCE 
TO PORTUGAL TO BE RELEASED TO THE PRESS AUGUST 3 1 : 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL 
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AFFAIRS, THE HONOURABLE DON JAMIESON, ANNOUNCED TODAY 
THAT CANADA WOULD GIVE DOLS 15 MILLION WORTH OF WHEAT IN 
GRANT TO PORTUGAL. IN ADDITION, THE GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED 
TO ADD PORTUGAL TO THE LIST OF BENEFICIARIES OF THE 
GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES AND TO FUND A SMALL 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROJECT IN THE FIELD OF FISHERIES. 

3. THESE DECISIONS, WHICH CONSTITUTE AN EXCEPTIONAL 
MEASURE ON THE PART OF CANADA, ARE IN FULFILMENT OF THE 
COMMITMENT MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT, IN OCTOBER 1975, TO 
PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL AND DEMONSTRATE IN A 
CONCRETE WAY THE GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE TO EXPAND ITS BILATERAL 
COOPERATION WITH PORTUGAL. IN THE SAME SPIRIT OF 
COOPERATION, THE GOVERNMENT OF PORTUGAL INTENDS TO 
ANNOUNCE SHORTLY A PROGRAMME WHICH IT WILL FINANCE TO 
ENCOURAGE CONTACTS BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

4. CANADA'S ASSISTANCE COMES AT A TIME WHEN THE 
PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT HAS EXPRESSED THE NEED FOR ECONOMIC 
SUPPORT FROM FRIENDLY COUNTRIES. THE WHEAT GRANT WILL 
HAVE AN IMMEDIATE BENEFICIAL EFFECT ON THE PORTUGUESE 
ECONOMY AS, BECAUSE OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, ITS REQUIRE- 
MENTS IN WHEAT ARE LIKELY TO REACH EXTRAORDINARY LEVELS 
THIS YEAR. THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE ASSISTANCE PACKAGE 
BEING OFFERED TO PORTUGAL ARE LIKELY TO HAVE A MORE LONG- 
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TERM EFFECT. IN OFFERING THIS ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL, 

CANADA IS ASSOCIATING ITSELF WITH THE GROUP OF COUNTRIES 
WHICH ANNOUNCED RECENTLY THEY WOULD PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO 
PORTUGAL IN THE FORM OF BALANCE-OF-PAYMENT SUPPORT. 

5. CANADA HAS MADE CLEAR ITS SUPPORT FOR THE DEMOCRATIC 
REGIME WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED IN PORTUGAL FOLLOWING THE 
REVDLUTION OF APRIL 1974. THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT 
IT IS IN CANADA'S INTEREST THAT STRONG DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS BE MAINTAINED IN PORTUGAL, AN ALLY IN NATO 
AND THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF SEVERAL THOUSAND CANADIANS. 

IN THE COURSE OF THE PAST TWO YEARS, CANADA HAS PROVIDED 
VARIOUS FORMS OF ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL, INCLUDING THE 
GRANT OF OVER HALF-A-MILLION DOLLARS, THROUGH THE RED 
CROSS, FOR ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES FROM FORMER COLONIES NOW 
IN PORTUGAL AND THE PROVISION OF TRAINING FOR PORTUGUESE 
MILITARY PERSONNEL WITH CANADIAN FORCES IN GERMANY. END 
TEXT. 

6. COMMENT. THIS PLANNED ANNOUNCEMENT IS ALONG LINES 
ANTICIPATED REFTELS. ENDERS 
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